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	PART A 

	(1) Risk identification
	(2) Risk assessment
	(3) Risk management

	Hazard
	Potential Consequences

	Who might be harmed

(user; those nearby; those in the vicinity; members of the public)

	Inherent
	
	Residual
	Further controls (use the risk hierarchy)

	
	
	
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	Control measures (use the risk hierarchy)
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	

	Meetings, Talks/Teaching & Socials

	Slips, trips and falls 
	Physical injury
	Event organisers and attendees 
	2
	4
	8
	· All boxes and equipment to be stored away from main meeting area, e.g. stored under tables 
· Any cables to be organised as best as possible, cable ties/to be used if necessary
· Floors to be kept clear and dry, and visual checks to be maintained throughout the meeting by organizers. 
· Extra vigilance will be paid to make sure that any spilled food products/objects are cleaned up quickly and efficiently in the area.
· Report any trip hazards to facilities teams/venue staff asap. If cannot be removed mark off with hazard signs 
· Any simulation teaching, with persons or equipment on the floor will be set up in areas with good access and committee will monitor participants to check they are approaching the scenes in a safe manner.
	1
	4
	4
	· Seek medical attention from SUSU Reception/venue staff if in need
· Contact facilities team via SUSU reception/venue staff
· Contact emergency services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Setting up of Equipment. E.g. Table and chairs
	Bruising or broken bones from tripping over table and chairs.
	Meeting organisers and attendees
	2
	3
	6
	· Make stall operators aware of the potential risks, follow manual handling guidelines
· Ensure that at least 2 people carry tables.
· Setting up tables will be done by organisers.
· Work in teams when handling other large and bulky items.
· Request tools to support with move of heavy objects- SUSU Facilities/venue. E.g. hand truck, dolly, skates
· Make sure anyone with any pre-existing conditions isn’t doing any unnecessary lifting and they are comfortable
	1
	3
	3
	· Seek assistance if in need of extra help from facilities staff/venue staff if needed
· Seek medical attention from SUSU Reception if in need
· Contact emergency services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Inadequate meeting space- overcrowding, not inclusive to all members
	Physical injury, distress, exclusion 
	Event organisers and attendees
	1
	3
	3
	· Committee check on room pre-booking, checks on space, lighting, access, tech available 
· Ensure space meets needs of members e.g. considering location & accessibility of space
· Committee to consult members on needs and make reasonable adjustments where possible   

	1
	3
	3
	· Seek medical attention if problem arises
· Liaise with SUSU reception/activities team on available spaces for meetings 
· Postpone meetings where space cannot be found
· Look at remote meeting options for members

	Activities involving electrical equipment e.g. laptops/ computers
	Risk of eye strain, injury, electric shock
	Event organisers and attendees

	2
	4
	8
	· Ensure regular breaks (ideally every 20mins) when using screens 
· Ensure screen is set up to avoid glare, is at eye height where possible
· Ensure no liquids are placed near electrical equipment
· Ensure all leads are secured with cable ties/mats etc

	1
	4
	4
	· Request support and advice from SUSU IT/Tech teams e.g. via activities team
· For external venues pre-check equipment and last PAT testing dates 
· Seek medical attention as required

	Talks/Teaching – Simulated medical scenarios 
	Risk of injury through misuse of equipment. 
	Event organisers and attendees 
	3
	4
	12
	· Only provide equipment that is suitable for the scenario
· Ensure before starting that equipment is not broken or malfunctioning
· Brief participants on correct equipment use
· Ensure equipment remains under committee supervision
· Ensure equipment is only used for intended purposes
	2
	4
	8
	· Seek medical attention if problem arises
· Contact emergency services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Talks/Teaching – Difficult Topics
	Individuals may be affected by topics covered 
	Event organisers and attendees 
	3
	2
	2
	· Set out beforehand an overview of what will be covered to give attendees an opportunity to not attend/raise concerns
· Committee will be on hand to offer support if attendees are impacted by any of the topics or interventions 
	2
	1
	2
	· Request support and advice from SUSU if needed 

	Socials - Costumes/Fancy Dress
	Props/costumes causing injury or offence
	Participants
Members of the public
	2
	2
	4
	· Ask members to only bring small items and use sensibly. Members of the society are responsible for their own possessions and the use of them.
· Choose a theme unlikely to cause offence. Any participant wearing items deemed offensive asked to remove these. 
· Society to follow and share with members Code of conduct/SUSU Expect Respect policy
	1
	2
	2
	· SUSU Expect Respect policy to be followed
· Committee WIDE training 

	Socials- alcohol consumption 
	Participants may become at risk as a result of alcohol consumption

Members of the public may act violently towards participants. 
	Event organisers, event attendees,  
	2
	5
	10
	· Members are responsible for their individual safety though and are expected to act sensibly 
· Initiation behaviour not to be tolerated and drinking games to be discouraged
· For socials at bars/pubs etc bouncers will be present at most venues. 
· Bar Security staff will need to be alerted and emergency services called as required. 
· Where possible the consumption of alcohol will take place at licensed premises. The conditions on the license will be adhered to and alcohol will not be served to customers who have drunk to excess
· Committee to select ‘student friendly’ bars/clubs and contact them in advance to inform them of the event
· Society to follow and share with members Code of conduct/SUSU Expect Respect policy
	1
	3
	5
	· Follow SUSU incident report policy
· Call emergency services as required 111/999
· Committee WIDE training

	Socials-Travel 
	Vehicles collision -causing serious injury 
	Event organisers, event attendees, Members of the public 
	4
	3
	12
	· Members are responsible for their individual safety though and are expected to act sensibly 
· Local venues known to UoS students chosen 
· Event organisers will be available to direct people between venues.
· Attendees will be encouraged to identify a ‘buddy’, this will make it easier for people to stay together. 
· Avoid large groups of people totally blocking the pavement or spilling in to the road. 
· Anybody in the group who is very drunk or appears unwell and therefore not safe should be encouraged to go home ideally with someone else. If required a taxi will be called for them (ideally SUSU safety bus will be used, or radio taxis). 
· Be considerate of other pedestrians & road users, keep disturbance & noise down. 
	2
	2
	4
	· Where possible venues chosen for socials will be local/known to members and within a short distance from each other. 
· Contact emergency services as required 111/999
· Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.
· Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Socials/Meetings - Medical emergency 
	Members may sustain injury /become unwell 
· pre-existing medical conditions
· sickness
· distress

	Members
	3
	5
	15
	· Advise participants; to bring their personal medication
· Members/Committee to carry out first aid if necessary and only if qualified and confident to do so
· Contact emergency services as required 111/999
· Contact SUSU Reception/Venue staff for first aid support
	2
	5
	15
	· Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.
· Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Insufficient Fire Safety awareness
	If a fire alarm is triggered, people may not know where to go- 
Crushing, falls, burns and smoke inhalation arising from induced panic, reduced space in buildings and external walkways, obstructed fire exits, build-up of flammable materials i.e. waste cardboard/boxes.
	Members
	2
	5
	10
	· ensure that members know where the nearest fire exist are and the meeting place is outside, should it be needed
· Build-up of rubbish is to be kept to a minimum. Excess build up is to be removed promptly and deposited in the designated areas.
	1
	5
	5
	· All incidents are to be reported as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.
· Call emergency services and University Security: 
· Emergency contact number for Campus Security: 
· Tel: +44 (0)23 8059 3311
· (Ext:3311).

	Day Walks - Risks to be considered at every day walk

	Slips, trips and falls 
	Physical injury

Likely to be areas of uneven ground 
	Walk organisers and attendees 
	3
	4
	12
	· Advise participants to wear suitable outdoor footwear
· Only allow participants to join activity with suitable footwear
· Warn participants of routes with particularly uneven areas
· Ask participants to confidentially disclose any relevant mobility problems
· Committee to carry first aid kits and administer first aid only if feel confident and appropriately trained to do so. 
	2
	4
	8
	· Seek medical attention if required
· Contact emergency services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report 


	Environment & Weather
	Injury
· Sunstroke/sunburn/dehydration
· Hypothermia
· Injury due to flooding
	Walk organisers and attendees 
	3
	4
	12
	· Committee to assess weather prior to and on day of event: where severe weather is predicted, contingency plans should be created amongst the committee. If weather is too severe: cancel or amend walking route
· Pre-departure kit check: all participants to confirm they have sufficient clothing and equipment for the weather and activity. 
· Participants to carry sufficient water.
· Emergency equipment (incl. group shelters, survival bags, emergency blankets) should be carried if deemed appropriate by committee for that walk.
· Committee to carry first aid kits and administer first aid only if feel confident and appropriately trained to do so.
	2
	4
	8
	· Seek medical attention if required
· Contact emergency services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report 


	Roads and Traffic
	Risk of traffic collision/injury when walking along or crossing roads
	Walk organisers and attendees and members of the public
	2
	5
	10
	· Organisers should minimise time spent on roads where possible.
· Organisers should aim to use underpasses or crossings when planning their routes.
· Where participants are to walk along roads, they should do so on the right hand side, single file (except where it would be safer on the other side e.g. verge, bends). 
· If possible, the front and rear person should wear a high visibility vest.
· Those wearing high-visibility should stand either side of the group crossing, where appropriate.
· When walk along roads in the dark, torches should be used to warn traffic of walkers.
	2
	5
	10
	· Seek medical attention if required
· Contact emergency services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report 


	Food and water poisoning




	Potential for food poisoning or allergic reaction.
	Walk organisers and attendees
	2
	4
	8
	· Participants bring own packed lunch at own risk. 
· Any snacks provided should be stored properly, checked that they are in date, and consumed at the persons own risk. 
· Partipants are asked to disclose if they have any allergies, so that we can request others not to bring. 
· Participants also bringing own bottled water and will be advised not to drink water from the streams
· In the instance of any adverse reaction medical services will be contacted. 
	1
	4
	4
	· Seek medical attention if required
· Contact emergency services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report 

	Travel 
	Injury due to vehicle collision or train accident. 
Mis-navigation (driving) or train delays/strikes leading to people not reaching their destination 
	Walk organisers and attendees
	2
	4
	8
	· Any drivers are required to operate motorized vehicles legally and responsibly; i.e.:
· to drive within the posted speed limits; 
· to wear a seat belt and require passengers to do the same in accordance with the laws of the country in which I am traveling;
· not to operate a vehicle if I have consumed any alcohol; 
· not to allow illicit drugs or weapons in the vehicle;
· to operate only motorized vehicles for which I have a current, unrestricted license; 
· to only use vehicles that are properly insured, MOT inspected and to which I am confident in driving.
· to admit when tired or no longer able to drive so a driver swap can be arranged
· Organisers will clearly set out routes to be followed for those driving, choosing safe, accessible routes. Participants should be notified to any changes. Where necessary walkie-talkie can be given to drivers to allow communication in areas with no telephone signal. 
· If train travel is being recommended organisers will check and confirm travel arrangement prior to and on the day, e.g. for any cancellations. A committee member will accompany those traveling by train. 
· Members are responsible for their individual safety though and are expected to act sensibly in the case of any transport problems. 
	1
	4
	4
	· Seek medical attention if required
· Contact emergency services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report

	Navigation problems 
	Groups or individuals may get lost/separated from the rest of the group 
	Walk organisers and attendees
	3
	2
	6
	· Lead committee member (or a delegated committee member) to have overall responsibility for map reading, and should feel confident in ability to do so. Should be backed-up by a second experienced map reader.
· Where map reading is delegated to participants, this person should keep an eye on them to ensure overall safety.
· Regular head counts to check numbers.
· Organisers should ensure group doesn’t become to dispersed and ensure regular stops for people to catch up. 
	2
	2
	4
	· Contact emergency/search and rescue services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report 

	Other hazards 
	Wild animals
Unsafe structures/mines/rock faces
	Walk organisers and attendees
	1
	4
	4
	· Participants to be advised to avoid approaching wild animals (e.g. new forest ponies) and to stay away from unsafe structures/mines rock faces. Committee to check this is happening whilst of walk.
· Where necessary, the route should be adapted to avoid hazards that arise. 
· Members are responsible for their individual safety though and are expected to act sensibly as they would when hiking at any other time.
	1
	4
	4
	· Contact emergency/search and rescue services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should complete a SUSU incident report

	Medical emergencies
	Members may sustain injury /become unwell 
· pre-existing medical conditions
· sickness
· distress

	Walk organisers and attendees
	3
	5
	15
	· Advise participants to bring their personal medication
· Attendees asked to disclose any medical conditions that might impact on their ability to complete the walk (e.g. asthma) and any medications they carry. If there are any concerns before the walk these should be raised.
· Members/Committee to carry out first aid if necessary and only if qualified and confident to do so
· Contact emergency services as required 111/999
	2
	5
	15
	· Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.
· Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Day walk - Location Specific considerations - the following risk should be given extra consideration when planning a day walk as well as all of the risks detailed in the section above

Walks are typically around 10Km and take place on Saturday or Sunday afternoons. We expect between 15 and 30 participants on each walk, including the committee.
The duration of the trip including travel is approximately 5 hours, depending on the location with about 3 hours of walking.

Sign-up forms are sent out in advance and information stored in a password protected drive  according to the GDPR policy. 


	New Forest - Freshers walk - Meeting at 11 on a weekend at the end of September or beginning of October with approximately 30 attendees

	New forest ponies
	Bites or being knocked over or kicked 
	Walk organisers and attendees
	3
	4
	12
	· Navigator to avoid taking group too close to the ponies. An alternative route should be found where appropriate.
· Participants should be advised to not approach wild ponies and not to touch them if they approach.
·  committee to enforce this advice should this hazard present itself. 
· Participants should utilise common sense to avoid personal injury.
	1
	4
	4
	If personal injury does occur 

· Emergency services (paramedics) should be contacted if needed
· If possible, first aid should be carried out by an appropriately qualified member of the committee then further medical  help sourced when back in Southampton
· Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible, ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.
· Follow SUSU incident report policy

	· Winchester Christmas walk - Typically a Saturday, Late afternoon in December, ending at the Christmas market with approximately 20 attendees

	Winchester market
Hot Drinks
	Burns and scalds from Hot drinks purchased at the Christmas Market
 
	Walk organisers and attendees
	4
	3
	12
	· ·        Participants to be advised to be careful when drinking hot drinks purchased from the stalls at the Christmas Market
· ·        Lids for hot drinks should be firmly attached if they are provided to reduce risk of spillages
· ·        Participants to be informed that they will purchase and drink hot drinks at their own risk of scalds
·  
	3
	3
	9
	· ·        Seek help from first aid at the Christmas Market and contact emergency services if needed.
· ·        Members/Committee to carry out first aid if necessary and only if qualified and confident to do so
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report

	Lose tiles on roofs in Winchester dislodged due to high winds
	Falling tiles from roofs of old buildings could cause head injuries in strong wind
	Walk Organisers and attendees
	2
	5
	10
	· A detailed weather forecast should be checked before planning the walk location, paying particular attention to high winds.
· The weather forecast should be rechecked 1 day before and the morning of the walk and if  unsafe, an alternative walk location should be used
· The walk should be moved in the event of Met office weather warnings for high wind
· Any advice given by the organisers of the Winchester Market should be read and followed
	1
	5
	5
	· Seek help from first aid team at the christmas market and emergency services if needed.
· First aid trained members of the committee to carry out first aid if qualified, confident and able to do so.
· Move the day walk to a different location without the risk of falling tiles if the wind is too high

	Participants getting lost or separated at the Christmas market 
	People getting lost or separated from the group with no phone signal
	Walk organiser and attendees 
	3
	4
	12
	· When in the Christmas Market, people will be encouraged to travel around in groups and committee will be aware of anyone leaving early or staying later. People will be advised to stay in the immediate vicinity of the Christmas Market so they do not get separated
· 
· Plans for returning back to Southampton will be shared in advance and a group chat will be made to ensure everyone is able to contact the group in the event of getting lost or separated or lack of phone signal.
· 
· Walk attendees will be briefed on the limited phone signal and encouraged to plan their journey home and meeting points in advance if not travelling back to Southampton with the rest of the group.
· 
· A reconvening point will be established at a certain time for people traveling back with the group. 
	2
	3
	6
	· Contact emergency/search and rescue services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report

	Reduced daylight hours
	Navigation becoming difficult due to darkness additionally increased risk of slips, trips and falls
	Walk Organiser and attendees
	5
	3
	10
	· Sunset time to be checked in advance. Due to this walk finishing at the Christmas Market, it will be likely be dark or dusk  by the end of the walk. 
· Attendees should be reminded before the walk to bring a torch (ideally a head torch). If they do not have one, they should be encouraged to bring a phone with a torch and a power bank to ensure it doesn’t run out of battery.
· 
	5
	1
	5
	·     Contact emergency/search and rescue services if needed 
· All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible and should Complete a SUSU incident report

	Cold Weather
	Hypothermia
	Walk organiser and attendees
	4
	4
	16
	· Due to walk being in December the weather is likely to be cold.
· Attendees should be informed in advance to bring multiple warm layers as well as gloves, hats and scarfs
· Attendees should be told to bring spare socks incase their socks get wet for the travel home.
	3
	4
	12
	· Committee to ensure first aid kit is adequately stocked with additional foil blankets in the event someone becomes very cold

	· Netley or Hamble (Coastal walk) - Typically a “Re-Freshers” walk in February but also popular throughout the year. Will have approximately 30 attendees.

	Drowning - walks by the sea, lakes etc, and partaking in Wild Swimming
	Serious injury/fatality/ getting cold
	Walk organiser and attendees
	2
	5
	10
	· Participants to obey local laws and follow local advice on tides/ rivers
·   Ideally, swimming should be avoided when no lifeguard provision is available
· Follow FCO guidance on country safety on tidal patterns
·  Advice common sense- Participants undertake activities at own risk- encouraged to think about own ability e.g. swimming competency and training (water sports)
· Life jackets/PPI to be worn as instructed if available
· Swimming at night to be avoided 
· In the event participants decide to swim, encourage swimmers to quickly dry off and put warm clothes back on to reduce risk of hypothermia 
· Encourage participants to acclimate to cold water by gradually entering rather than jumping in.
· Inform participants in advance to bring additional layers if they have the intension of swimming
· If swimming in winter. Encourage participants to eat snacks after swimming in cold water  to help bring core body temperature back up.
· Follow a 1-minute per degree rule if participants want to swim in water below 12 degree C. Research the water temperature at the time as swim for no more than one minute per degree of temperature.
	1
	5
	5
	· Ensure option to stay on land to avoid weak swimmers feeling obligated to swim (to avoid unnecessary risk)
· Ensure there is a person on the side at all times to direct attention to weak swimmers, use the trow line and contact emergency services if a problem occurs.
· Every effort should be made to stop non-swimmers from entering the water but to further minimise risk, if available, borrow a 20m throw line from another society (SUMC, WIld Swimming), if not, consider bringing a buoyancy device such as a toe float or inflatable that can be thrown to a swimmer if they begin to struggle.




	PART B – Action Plan

	Risk Assessment Action Plan

	Part no.
	Action to be taken, incl. Cost
	By whom
	Target date
	Review date
	Outcome at review date

	1
	Individual risk assessments for individual events with higher risk levels and anything not covered by generic assessment. This includes:
· Away Trips

	Relevant committee members (VP away trips)  – president to ensure complete.
	Dependent on trip dates
	N/A
	

	2
	Committee to read and share SUSU Expect Respect Policy 
	Relevant committee members – president to ensure complete.
	23/09/2025
	01/12/2025
	

	3
	First aid kit to be checked and packed before each day walk.
	Relevant Committee member - President to ensure complete
	Regualarly 1 week before day of day walk
	N/A
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Responsible manager’s signature: 

	Responsible manager’s signature: 

	Print name: Hannah Batt-Rawden
	Date: 13/10/2025
	Print name: Hayley Driver
	Date
13/10/2025




Assessment Guidance 
	· Eliminate
	Remove the hazard wherever possible which negates the need for further controls
	If this is not possible then explain why
	

	· Substitute
	Replace the hazard with one less hazardous
	If not possible then explain why
	

	· Physical controls
	Examples: enclosure, fume cupboard, glove box
	Likely to still require admin controls as well
	

	· Admin controls
	Examples: training, supervision, signage
	
	

	· Personal protection
	Examples: respirators, safety specs, gloves
	Last resort as it only protects the individual
	

	LIKELIHOOD
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	IMPACT


 
	Impact

	Health & Safety

	1
	Trivial - insignificant
	Very minor injuries e.g. slight bruising

	2
	Minor
	Injuries or illness e.g. small cut or abrasion which require basic first aid treatment even in self-administered.  

	3
	Moderate
	Injuries or illness e.g. strain or sprain requiring first aid or medical support.  

	4
	Major 
	Injuries or illness e.g. broken bone requiring medical support >24 hours and time off work >4 weeks.

	5
	Severe – extremely significant
	Fatality or multiple serious injuries or illness requiring hospital admission or significant time off work.  




	Likelihood

	1
	Rare e.g. 1 in 100,000 chance or higher

	2
	Unlikely e.g. 1 in 10,000 chance or higher

	3
	Possible e.g. 1 in 1,000 chance or higher

	4
	Likely e.g. 1 in 100 chance or higher

	5
	Very Likely e.g. 1 in 10 chance or higher
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