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	Risk Assessment Information
(What is this risk assessment for? Please provide a summary of the activity or event, including all relevant information)
	This risk assessment covers the stays as various campsites around the UK as part of trips. Daytime activities will be covered under a separate risk assessment according to the activities. The dates and locations of these trips will be communicated to members. Appropriate committee members will be asked to read this risk assessment and the acting safety secretary will remind them not to act outside of its remit. Any incidents or near-miss incidents that occur during these trips will be reported and reviewed in line with this risk assessment.















	PART A 

	(1) Risk identification
	(2) Risk assessment
	(3) Risk management

	Hazard
	Potential Consequences

	Who might be harmed

(user; those nearby; those in the vicinity; members of the public)

	Inherent
	
	Residual
	Further controls (use the risk hierarchy)

	
	
	
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	Control measures (use the risk hierarchy)
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	

	Slips, trips and falls
	Soft tissue injury e.g., sprain, bruising. Potential broken ankle or other breaks i.e. wrists etc. Links directly to weather and ground surfaces.
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	2
	3
	6
	Check ground conditions for holes, lumps, and other obstacles. 
Discourage running on uneven ground
	1
	3
	3
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Fire
	Smoke inhalation, burns and more severe. Risk of extreme harm.
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	1
	5
	5
	Camping stoves must be used on stable surfaces and in accordance with manufacturers safety instructions.

Fires will be attended to at all times and extinguished in a safe manner. The BBQs and campfires will be lit in areas that are a safe distance from flammable structures such as tents. Members to remain a safe distance from the fire where possible. Members to be advised not to run around the fire. Keep the woodpile and any flammable liquids away from the fire and keep the vicinity around the fire clear of any trip hazards. The fire is to only be lit by responsible and competent persons. Water or other fire extinguisher to be kept on hand in case of emergency.
	1
	4
	4
	Two first aiders will be present on the trip with the knowledge and skills for treating a burn injury. Burn gel to be kept in the club first aid/safety kits. 

Once in a safe position to do so, call the emergency services on 999. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Putting up/ taking down tents, gazebos and camping furniture
	Bruising, abrasions, slip, trips and falls.
	Members
	2
	3
	6
	Ensure an appropriate number of people are assisting in putting up a tent.
Clear the area intended for the tent prior to putting it up to reduce trip hazards.



	1
	3
	3
	Seek assistance if in need of extra help from facilities staff/venue staff if needed

Seek medical attention from SUSU Reception if in need

Contact emergency services if needed 

All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Members of the public
	Antisocial behaviour
	Members and the public
	4
	2
	8
	The tents of the group should be pitched together and away from other people where possible to minimise chances of disturbance. 
An rules of the campsite should be relayed to the members and obeyed.
Noise should be kept to a minimum late at night.
	2
	2
	4
	

	Reputational Risk: 

For the club or society, as well as to SUSU and the University
	Incidents during club or society activity could pose a reputational risk to the club, Southampton University Students’ Union or Southampton University itself. 

This could be controversial posts, conduct during a game, conduct during social, or anything else that brings the clubs/societies, SUSU or the University’s name intro disrepute. 
	The club, SUSU or the University’s reputation
	2
	1
	2
	Ensuring all parts of this risk assessment are adhered to. 

Ensuring that any incidents involving public or others are recorded and addressed. 

Ensuring all members are reminded that they are representing the club/society, SUSU and the University in (usually) branded clothing. 


	1
	1
	1
	

	Medical Issues: 

Pre-existing and process for any that appear during club or society activity 
	Illness, death 
	Members, committee 
	3
	5
	9
	All clubs and societies should have a process for if a medical issue occurs. 

All should know the location of the nearest first aider.  Committee should be aware of pre-existing medical conditions disclosed in the health form and have considered their impacts.

Members/Committee to carry out first aid if necessary and only if qualified and confident to do so

	1
	1
	1
	In an emergency, contact 999. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Extreme Weather

	Heat or sun – risk of sunburn, heat exhaustion and dehydration. 
Cold – risk of hypothermia. 
Weather directly influences ground surfaces (see below) and the risk of slips, trips and falls (see above) 
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	3
	3
	9
	Ensure everyone is aware of where the nearest source of drinking water is.
If it is hot or sunny, ensure participants have taken steps to reduce their chance of harm – i.e., use of sun cream, hats and having available shaded area. 
If it is cold, ensure participants have suitable attire to enable them to keep warm. 
	1
	3
	3
	If anyone is affected by the heat or cold, seek immediate medical attention. 

If severe, call 999 in an emergency. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Alcohol consumption 
	Participants may become at risk as a result of alcohol consumption

	Event organisers, event attendees,  
	2
	5
	10
	Members are responsible for their individual safety though and are expected to act sensibly 

Initiation behaviour not to be tolerated and drinking games to be discouraged

Society to follow and share with members Code of conduct/SUSU Expect Respect policy
	1
	3
	5
	Follow SUSU incident report policy

Call emergency services as required 111/999

Committee WIDE training

	Allergies - food and drink

	Discomfort, anaphylaxis, death 
	Members
	2
	5
	10
	Allergies should have been declared on the health form at the start of the year so committee can communicate to members which allergens are to be avoided on a trip.
	1
	2
	2
	

	Tent collapsing/ blowing away
	Loss of tent, loss of shelter for the night, littering people being hit by the tent.
	The owner, occupier and those in the vicinity of the tent
	4
	2
	8
	Tents must be pegged down and secured appropriately, using a mallet when needed. Weather for the weekend of the trip to be checked in advance and communicated to members to allow preparations to be made. 
Pegs to be checked for robustness and suitability for use before pegging into the ground. Suitable terrain to be chosen to erect the tent. 
Tent users are to be advised to check that tents are structurally sound after erecting them, and make adjustments where necessary.
	2
	2
	4
	

	Having inadequate
sleeping
equipment
	Hypothermia
	The person with inadequate sleeping equipment
	3
	4
	12
	Check weather in advance of trip in order to pack appropriate sleeping equipment and additional layers. Members encouraged to borrow spare equipment if available.
Members to be advised to bring appropriate sleeping equipment and additional layers for cold weather, and informed of the risks if this doesn’t occur. Members to be encouraged to bring spare equipment for others to borrow in the event of others possessing inadequate equipment. 
Experienced members trained to look for signs of and treat hypothermia.
	2
	2
	4
	Two first aiders will be present on the trip with knowledge of how to recognise and treat hypothermia.

	Protruding tent guy line
	A person could trip and fall over a guy line
	Everyone
	4
	2
	8
	Tents to be erected in designated/permitted camping zones away from other camping groups. Tents to be erected in daylight or with ample torch light to ensure people can see where they are going. 
Caution to be advised to members when walking around the tents and members to be advised not to run near the tents.
Pathways around the campsite should be considered when pitching tents.
	
	
	
	

	Ticks and insect bites
	Discomfort, lyme disease, swelling
	Everyone
	2
	4
	8
	Participants should be advised to pack insect repellent and check themselves for ticks when they go to the bathroom. First aid kits contain tweezers for the removal of ticks.
Any bite or person with a bite should be monitored for adverse reactions.
	1
	4
	4
	




	PART B – Action Plan

	Risk Assessment Action Plan

	Part no.
	Action to be taken, incl. Cost
	By whom
	Target date
	Review date
	Outcome at review date

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Responsible committee member’s signature: 

[bookmark: _heading=h.2dht65mem3zu]



	Responsible committee member’s signature: [image: ]

	Print name: Abigail Whitehead
	Date: 25/07/2025
	Print name: Amélie Atkinson
	Date 14/08/25





Assessment Guidance 
	1. Eliminate
	Remove the hazard wherever possible which negates the need for further controls
	If this is not possible then explain why
	

1

2

3

4

5


	2. Substitute
	Replace the hazard with one less hazardous
	If not possible then explain why
	

	3. Physical controls
	Examples: enclosure, fume cupboard, glove box
	Likely to still require admin controls as well
	

	4. Admin controls
	Examples: training, supervision, signage
	
	

	5. Personal protection
	Examples: respirators, safety specs, gloves
	Last resort as it only protects the individual
	



	LIKELIHOOD
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	IMPACT


 
	Impact

	Health & Safety

	1
	Trivial - insignificant
	Very minor injuries e.g. slight bruising

	2
	Minor
	Injuries or illness e.g. small cut or abrasion which require basic first aid treatment even in self-administered.  

	3
	Moderate
	Injuries or illness e.g. strain or sprain requiring first aid or medical support.  

	4
	Major 
	Injuries or illness e.g. broken bone requiring medical support >24 hours and time off work >4 weeks.

	5
	Severe – extremely significant
	Fatality or multiple serious injuries or illness requiring hospital admission or significant time off work.  


Risk process
Identify the impact and likelihood using the tables above.
Identify the risk rating by multiplying the Impact by the likelihood using the coloured matrix.
If the risk is amber or red – identify control measures to reduce the risk to as low as is reasonably practicable.
If the residual risk is green, additional controls are not necessary.  
If the residual risk is amber the activity can continue but you must identify and implement further controls to reduce the risk to as low as reasonably practicable. 
If the residual risk is red do not continue with the activity until additional controls have been implemented and the risk is reduced.
Control measures should follow the risk hierarchy, where appropriate as per the pyramid above.
The cost of implementing control measures can be taken into account but should be proportional to the risk i.e. a control to reduce low risk may not need to be carried out if the cost is high but a control to manage high risk means that even at high cost the control would be necessary.





	Likelihood

	1
	Rare e.g. 1 in 100,000 chance or higher

	2
	Unlikely e.g. 1 in 10,000 chance or higher

	3
	Possible e.g. 1 in 1,000 chance or higher

	4
	Likely e.g. 1 in 100 chance or higher

	5
	Very Likely e.g. 1 in 10 chance or higher
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