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	Risk Assessment for the activity of
	Kit Maintenance Activities for Canoe Club
	Date
	30/07/2025

	Are you a sports club or society?
	
	Assessor
	Abigail Whitehead (Safety sec)

	President/Captain Name/2nd Committee Member
	Thomas Fairclough (Kit sec)
	Signed off
	


	Risk Assessment information
	This risk assessment covers committee activities such as kit repairs and maintenance, which are high risk, involving the use of power tools and plastic welding. These activities will likely take place at the kit shed at University Watersports Centre, but may also occur at other locations. While hosted and overseen by the committee, other club members are able to attend. Appropriate committee members will be asked to read this risk assessment and the acting safety secretary will remind them not to act outside of its remit. Any incidents or near-miss incidents that occur during these trips will be reported and reviewed in line with this risk assessment.









Guidance/standards/reference documents: 
This risk assessment was written using guidance from:
1. SUSU (Southampton University Students’ Union)

Checks Schedule:
Power tools are reviewed prior to their use to ensure they are safe to use for kit maintenance activities.
Safety information regarding the maintenance to be performed should be relayed by the most experienced committee member present before beginning the maintenance.
All club members are responsible for adhering to this risk assessment. All attending committee members should observe other committee members during these maintenance activities to look out for each other’s safety.

Competence Requirements:
Sufficient experience with power tools is needed in order to safely operate them. Therefore, it is encouraged that only members who are experienced in using power tools undertake such usage. An exception to this would be an experienced member teaching a novice how to operate a power tool, and supervising them until they are competent in using such tools. Individuals will be responsible for their decision to use the power tools and will know the risks involved.










	PART A 

	(1) Risk identification
	(2) Risk assessment
	(3) Risk management

	Hazard
	Potential Consequences

	Who might be harmed

(user; those nearby; those in the vicinity; members of the public)

	Inherent
	
	Residual
	Further controls (use the risk hierarchy)

	
	
	
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	Control measures (use the risk hierarchy)
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	

	Transmission/ contraction of Covid 19.
	Members contracting COVID-19 and falling ill.
	Everyone
	3
	2
	6
	All members should be aware of the current COVID-19 guidelines laid out by the government and we expect them to abide by these.

If a member is displaying symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19, they will be asked not to attend.
	2
	2
	4
	

	Use of power tools.
	Associated injuries e.g. cuts, burns, blunt trauma.
	The tool operator, individuals in the surrounding area.
	4
	3
	12
	Ensure safety guards on tools are used.

Only individuals who have suitable experience with power tools, or who are being taught and supervised, will be permitted to use them.

Ensure other members present are aware of the task being performed and are in contactable range, should an incident occur. Operational area to be kept clear to reduce risk.

When using power tools such as saws or drills, personal protective equipment (i.e. gloves and goggles) should be worn to protect against injuries.

Members present should avoid distracting members who are operating power tools as this could result in injury.
	2
	3
	6
	A first aider will be present to provide first aid if an incident occurs.

Safety kits contain plasters, triangular bandages, and additional first aid equipment which can be used to treat injuries.

999 to be called in an emergency.

	Plastic welding
	Burns from the melted plastic or lighter.

Cuts and bruises from inappropriate dremel use.

Fume inhalation.
	The operator, anyone in close proximity to the operator.
	3
	3
	9
	Plastic welding to be undertaken in a well ventilated area, i.e. outside.

The welder should wear protective equipment such as goggles and gloves when welding to protect from burns, or particulates from sanding.

Ensure other members present are aware of the task being performed and are in contactable range, should an incident occur. Operational area to be kept clear to reduce risk.

Members present should avoid distracting members who are operating power tools as this could result in injury.

People who are welding or using sanding and cutting tools are aware of the risks these tasks present.

Only individuals who have suitable experience with welding, or who are being taught and supervised, will be permitted to do so.
	2
	3
	6
	A first aider will be present to provide first aid if an incident occurs.

Safety kits contain burn sachets that can be used in the event of a plastic burn.

Ensure the burn is run under lukewarm/cool running water for 20 minutes.

999 to be called in an emergency.

	Manual handling of kayaks.
	Back injuries due to improper lifting technique, dislocations, torn muscles, bruising, blunt trauma from falling kayaks, finger entrapment in ratchet straps.
	Anyone carrying out manual handling.
	3
	3
	9
	Members are encouraged to carry boats in pairs if they cannot safely shoulder carry a boat without causing harm to themself. Safe manual handling techniques to be employed at all times.

Ensure all kayaks are secure prior to transport. If on a roof rack, ensure ratchet straps are tightened securely and away from other members to avoid fingers becoming snagged or trapped in the winch mechanism.

Kayaks must be securely strapped onto roof racks to avoid them falling off during transport and causing damage to the car or other cars on the road.

If kayaks are transported in a van, ensure there is sufficient packing to stop them from moving inside the van and becoming damaged.
	2
	3
	6
	A first aider will be present to provide first aid if an incident occurs.

Safety kits contain plasters, triangular bandages, and additional first aid equipment which can be used to treat injuries.

999 to be called in an emergency.

	Lone working
	Unable to contact others for help in the event of an injury.
	Lone worker
	2
	4
	8
	Lone working should be avoided when tasks involve power tools.
If working alone the person should have a phone on them at all times.
If at the university water sports centre the person should inform the safety sec when they get there, how long their task should take and let them know when they leave.
	1
	3
	3
	












	PART B – Action Plan

	Risk Assessment Action Plan

	Part no.
	Action to be taken, incl. Cost
	By whom
	Target date
	Review date
	Outcome at review date

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Responsible committee member’s signature: 


	Responsible committee member’s signature:
[image: ]


	Print name: Abigail Whitehead
	Date: 30/07/2025
	Print name: Thomas Fairclough
	Date: 30/07/2025



Assessment Guidance 
	1. Eliminate
	Remove the hazard wherever possible which negates the need for further controls
	If this is not possible then explain why
	










1

2

3

4

5


	2. Substitute
	Replace the hazard with one less hazardous
	If not possible then explain why
	

	3. Physical controls
	Examples: enclosure, fume cupboard, glove box
	Likely to still require admin controls as well
	

	4. Admin controls
	Examples: training, supervision, signage
	
	

	5. Personal protection
	Examples: respirators, safety specs, gloves
	Last resort as it only protects the individual
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	LIKELIHOOD
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25Risk process
Identify the impact and likelihood using the tables above.
Identify the risk rating by multiplying the Impact by the likelihood using the coloured matrix.
If the risk is amber or red – identify control measures to reduce the risk to as low as is reasonably practicable.
If the residual risk is green, additional controls are not necessary.  
If the residual risk is amber the activity can continue but you must identify and implement further controls to reduce the risk to as low as reasonably practicable. 
If the residual risk is red do not continue with the activity until additional controls have been implemented and the risk is reduced.
Control measures should follow the risk hierarchy, where appropriate as per the pyramid above.
The cost of implementing control measures can be taken into account but should be proportional to the risk i.e. a control to reduce low risk may not need to be carried out if the cost is high but a control to manage high risk means that even at high cost the control would be necessary.


	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	IMPACT


 
	Impact

	Health & Safety

	1
	Trivial - insignificant
	Very minor injuries e.g. slight bruising

	2
	Minor
	Injuries or illness e.g. small cut or abrasion which require basic first aid treatment even in self-administered.  

	3
	Moderate
	Injuries or illness e.g. strain or sprain requiring first aid or medical support.  

	4
	Major 
	Injuries or illness e.g. broken bone requiring medical support >24 hours and time off work >4 weeks.

	5
	Severe – extremely significant
	Fatality or multiple serious injuries or illness requiring hospital admission or significant time off work.  



	Likelihood

	1
	Rare e.g. 1 in 100,000 chance or higher

	2
	Unlikely e.g. 1 in 10,000 chance or higher

	3
	Possible e.g. 1 in 1,000 chance or higher

	4
	Likely e.g. 1 in 100 chance or higher

	5
	Very Likely e.g. 1 in 10 chance or higher
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