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	Risk Assessment Information
(What is this risk assessment for? Please provide a summary of the activity or event, including all relevant information)
	University Of Southampton Rifle Club Standing & Gallery Rifle risk assessment for the 2025/26 season. This risk assessment covers the rifle club’s regular Gallery Rifle sessions twice a week shooting 20yrd smallbore gallery rifle and standing target rifle during term time at The Bunker, Basset Green Road, Southampton SO16 2FH. This risk assessment also covers gallery rifle shooting at Bisley Camp, Brookwood, Surrey, GU24 0NY.

Due to the nature of the sport, safety is a paramount consideration in all aspects. This risk assessment draws from Home Office, Police, NSRA and NRA guidance in many aspects. As an NRA affiliated club, we follow the NRA Safe Shooter System: Safe Person, Safe Equipment, Safe Practice, Safe Place.

We are required to maintain several other records and safety documents, which will be referenced in this risk assessment, and can be found attached to the main risk assessment.






	PART A 

	(1) Risk identification
	(2) Risk assessment
	(3) Risk management

	Hazard
	Potential Consequences

	Who might be harmed

(user; those nearby; those in the vicinity; members of the public)

	Inherent
	
	Residual
	Further controls (use the risk hierarchy)

	
	
	
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	Control measures (use the risk hierarchy)
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	

	General Considerations (including group meetings)

	Slips, trips and falls
	Soft tissue injury e.g., sprain, bruising. Potential broken ankle or other breaks i.e. wrists etc. Links directly to weather and ground surfaces.
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	2
	3
	6
	Check ground conditions for holes, lumps, and other obstacles. 
	1
	3
	3
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Fire
	Smoke inhalation, burns and more severe. Risk of extreme harm.
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	1
	5
	5
	Those leading the session must ensure they are aware of and fully understand the venue or locations fire procedures. 

Those leading must make sure that all exit routes are clearly highlighted and report any issues immediately to the venue. 

Highlight to all the participants the nearest emergency exit routes at the start of a session, and the importance of leaving calmly in case of an emergency. 

Consider accessibility requirements 
	1
	4
	4
	In case of an emergency, please pull nearest fire alarm and ensure all participants leave the venue calmly and safely. 

Once in a safe position to do so, call the emergency services on 999. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

Range to be cleared of unburnt propellant and dust periodically.

	Setting up/moving or chairs/tables/other objects in the area.
	Bruising or broken bones from tripping over table and chairs.
	Meeting organisers and attendees
	2
	3
	6
	Make stall operators aware of the potential risks, follow manual handling guidelines

Ensure that proper lifting technique is used when lifting tables.
Setting up tables will be done by organisers.

Work in teams when handling other large and bulky items.

Request tools to support with move of heavy objects- SUSU Facilities/venue. E.g., hand truck, dolly, skates

Make sure anyone with any pre-existing conditions isn’t doing any unnecessary lifting and they are comfortable.


	1
	3
	3
	Seek assistance if in need of extra help from facilities staff/venue staff if needed

Seek medical attention from SUSU Reception if in need

Contact emergency services if needed 

All incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Overcrowding
	Physical injury 
	Event organisers and attendees
	1
	3
	3
	Do not push/shove

If large crowds form, barriers can be requested by SUSU facilities team (if available on the day) to assist with crowd management.

Book during quieter times when less activities taking place on Redbrick/book all available space 
Inform other bookings on the Redbrick/in the area of the event
	1
	3
	3
	Seek medical attention if problem arises

With support from a SUSU Activities coordinator Inform UoS security team of the event (– on campus 3311, off campus 02380 593311. unisecurity@soton.ac.uk) and liaise with them on need for security teams on the day

Security team may inform police of the event if required (e.g. marches)


	Electronics
	Risk of eye strain, injury, electric shock
	Committee and attendees

	2
	4
	8
	Ensure regular breaks when using screens.

Ensure screen is set up to avoid glare, is at eye height where possible

Ensure no liquids are placed near electrical equipment

Ensure all leads are secured with cable ties/mats etc

	1
	4
	4
	Request support and advice from SUSU IT/Tech teams e.g. via activities team

For external venues pre-check equipment and last PAT testing dates 
Seek medical attention as required

	Accessibility:

Entrances and Exits to the chosen area. 
	Participants may be prevented from attending the activity due to a lack of considerations of accessibility needs and requirements. 

They could also be prevented from leaving the area quickly in an emergency if the correct infrastructure and considerations have not been made.  
	Participants, committee
	1
	5
	5
	All areas chosen for activity will have their suitability checked. 

If a closed activity for members, members will be consulted to ensure there are no accessibility requirements. 

If an open activity, committee will consider all accessibility requirements and ensure that the area chosen is as accessible as possible. 
	1
	5
	5
	In case of an emergency, call the emergency services on 999. 

If those with accessibility problems have not been able to exit, make the building manager and emergency services aware. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Reputational Risk: 

For the club or society, as well as to SUSU and the University
	Incidents during club or society activity could pose a reputational risk to the club, Southampton University Students’ Union or Southampton University itself. 

This could be controversial posts, conduct during a game, conduct during social, or anything else that brings the clubs/societies, SUSU or the University’s name intro disrepute. 
	The club, SUSU or the University’s reputation
	2
	1
	2
	Ensuring all parts of this risk assessment are adhered to. 

Ensuring that any incidents involving public or others are recorded and addressed. 

Ensuring all members are reminded that they are representing the club/society, SUSU and the University in (usually) branded clothing. 


	1
	1
	1
	

	Financial Risk:

For the club or society, or potentially even SUSU if the club/soc finds itself in difficulty. 
	Club or society activity costing more than planned, weakening their financial position. 

Incidents with members of the public, participants, staff or members causing lawsuits and financial penalties.
	The club or society

Members subject to lawsuits

SUSU if required to assist.
	1
	1
	1
	Clubs and societies required to complete financial forecasting and budget for the year. 

All encouraged to review membership fees yearly to ensure they are able to comfortably cover costs. 

SUSU can offer clubs and societies loans – these will need to be agreed and a payment schedule decided upon. Clubs and societies that have to rely on a loan will be subject to development plans to ensure their future is protected. 
	1
	1
	1
	

	Legal Compliance:

Club or society activity going against set law. 

This includes breaches of the freedom of speech act
	Fines imposed upon the student group as well as SUSU. 

Jail sentences. 

Reputational risk to the student group, SUSU and the wider University

Risk to Home Office Approval, NRA Affiliation, Club FAC
	The club or society, committee and members, SUSU or the Wider University. 
	1
	2
	2
	All clubs and societies should ensure they are following set law at all times. If ever in doubt, they will contact the Activities team prior to the activity taking place. 

All who wish to bring in an external speaker must follow due process, available here

This will be looked over by the University Legal Services team, and may require security being consulted and an extra risk assessment being submitted. 

All aspects of shooting to follow best practice (The NRA Safe Shooter System), record keeping to be audited regularly.
	1
	1
	1
	

	Medical Issues: 

Pre-existing and process for any that appear during club or society activity 
	Illness, death 
	Members, committee 
	3
	5
	15
	All clubs and societies should have a process for if a medical issue occurs. 

All should know the location of the nearest first aider. Members do not need to disclose medical information to committee (GDPR), but all committee should know how to find a first aider and help quickly. 

If in a Southampton Sport space, contact reception. If in SUSU, contact reception. If no-one can be found, contact campus Security – 02380 593311
Advise participants; to bring their personal medication

Members/Committee to carry out first aid if necessary and only if qualified and confident to do so.

Any range incident to follow relevant Range Safety Action Plan (RASP).

	2
	3
	6
	In an emergency, contact 999. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.

	Activity Considerations

	Equipment:
any equipment the sport requires/uses needs to be risk assessed.

	Cut/abrasion/ bruising from sharp edges. Is the equipment safe to be used?

Firearms not in proof, barrel obstruction, generally unsafe. Could cause misfires, breech explosions etc, resulting in injury.
	All participants and bystanders.
	2
	3
	6
	Check all equipment prior to use. Is it safe to use? Does it have any sharp edges? Is it damaged in any way? 

Check any stands – are they safe? Are they likely to fall? Are they damaged or do they have any sharp edges? 

Do those leading the session have the appropriate training to demonstrate and use the equipment correctly? 

Range Officers to hold in date RO qual, with the appropriate range listed. Training and assessment to be carried out only by experienced and qualified members. Two members of committee must be present to run a training session. 

All firearms and ammunition must be in proof before use. Firearms to be assessed by an armourer every three years. 
	1
	1
	1
	Seek medical attention if problem arises

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

Follow RASP if needed,  Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.

	Moving/setting up equipment:
Goals, hoops, nets, carrying anything else 

	Various forms of injuries up to and including possible sprains and breakages 

	All participants and organisers/staff.   
	2
	3
	6
	Large or heavy equipment to be carried by 2 people.

Request tools to aid with the moving of heavy objects – SUSU facilities/venue e.g., hand truck, dolly, skates etc.

Any equipment not in use that is not fixed should be removed from the activity area.  
	1
	2
	3
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Being hit by a projectile. 
(i.e. Range Incursion)
	Injury or death.
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators.
	1
	5
	5
	All ranges will have measures to prevent range incursions. On indoor ranges, the Range Officer will be responsible for ensuring no one ventures beyond the Firing Point until the range is clear.

On outdoor ranges (eg NSC Bisley) this is the responsibility of range Control. Any range user should shout “Stop Stop Stop” as per Range Orders if they see a Range Incursion.

Firing line will be managed by an NRA Gallery Rifle RSO to ensure that no firer will be in front of, or behind, the current firing line.
	1
	4
	4
	Call 999 in an emergency. 
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

Follow RASP if needed,  Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.

	Removal of Jewellery, plus any other objects in pockets etc 

	Entrapment/ things getting stuck, collisions with others that could cause cuts or bruises. 
	All participants and organisers/staff.   
	2
	2
	4
	Participants asked to remove jewellery and objects from pockets prior to joining in. 

Range Officer must ensure this has been done. 

No Jewellery, rings etc to be permitted when using firearms.
	1
	2
	2
	If any injury occurs, seek medical attention.
 
If severe, call 999 in an emergency. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

Follow RASP if needed,  Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.

	Over-exertion or exhaustion. Strenuous exercise and the effect on the body

	Muscle injury – strains and pulls. 
	All participants and organisers/staff  
	3
	3
	9
	RO will monitor individual’s usage time throughout a given session and advise if the individual is appearing to near their physical limit.

If the individual appears unable to complete more firing, RO will advise the member to cease firing.
	2
	3
	6
	If any injury occurs, seek medical attention. 

If severe, call 999 in an emergency (although unlikely for muscular) 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Participant Attire: 
Is the clothing and PPE they are wearing, including shoes appropriate range attire.


	Injury can occur if people are not wearing attire appropriate to the sport or activity. 

For example: sunburn, heatstroke, hypothermia, burns from hot cases, bruising from recoil, heaving loss.
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	2
	3
	6
	Ensure all participants are wearing suitable clothing (nothing in pockets) and appropriate footwear. Closed toe footwear to be worn on smallbore ranges.

Hearing protection to be worn at all times. Suncream or appropriate clothes to be worn. Appropriate shooting jackets and gloves to be worn. All jackets will be inspected periodically to check for wear.

Eye protection to be worn by the firer when using a Gallery Rifle.

	2
	3
	6
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

Follow RASP if needed,  Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.

	Extreme Weather

	Heat or sun – risk of sunburn, heat exhaustion and dehydration. 
Cold – risk of hypothermia. 
Weather directly influences ground surfaces (see below) and the risk of slips, trips and falls (see above) 
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	3
	3
	9
	Ensure regular drinks breaks are taken, and that each participant and staff member is advised to bring their own drinks bottle. 

If it is hot or sunny, ensure participants have taken steps to reduce their chance of harm – i.e., use of sun cream, hats and having available shaded area. 
If it is cold, ensure participants have suitable attire to enable them to keep warm. 
	1
	3
	3
	If anyone is affected by the heat or cold, seek immediate medical attention. 

If severe, call 999 in an emergency. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Ground Surfaces

	Hard, uneven or slippery surfaces, usually linked to weather, that can cause slips trips and falls (see section 1). 
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	2
	3
	6
	Check areas for hazards prior to session starting. 

Ensure participants are wearing suitable clothing (nothing in pockets) and appropriate footwear.

	1
	3
	3
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Qualification of  range officers, coaches and instructors

	In order to run a safe range, a suitably qualified Range Officer must run the range.

Gallery rifle differs from prone target rifle.

Qualified individuals must train and sign off probationary members.

Coaches must have sufficient experience.
	Players/Participants
	3
	3
	9
	ROs must hold the minimum qualification for the range which they are running, as detailed in Range Orders.

Only Individuals with a suitable qualification from the NRA may sign off probationary members.

Coaches must have competed training and induction by appropriate club officers.

Only NRA RSOs with the Gallery Rifle certification may run gallery rifle ranges.

	1
	3
	3
	Club must hold RO qualification details. ROs must complete RO Induction & Briefing.

Training records to be audited every three months.

Coaches must be briefed on the training program, Safe Shooter System etc.

Training records for ROs and members will be maintained.

	Travel:
Wide Lane, Highfield, Watersports or to away games (Andover, Bisley and other foreign ranges for the purpose of training and matches)

	Vehicle collision – causing anything from minor to severe injuries, as well as mental health issues.  
	Members, those driving, members of the public
	4
	5
	20
	Club committee to check that drivers have the relevant licences and insurance for the mode of travel. This includes if they have completed a SUSU minibus test. 

Members expected to drive or travel in a sensible manor, with those doing otherwise to face disciplinary action (from the club in the first instance). Can cause reputational issues, especially if driving SUSU branded vehicles. Importance of this to be reminded. 
	2
	2
	4
	Contact emergency services as required 111/999

Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.

Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Lighting 

	Players/Participants unable to see each other, the equipment, targets or obstacles clearly, resulting in a higher risk of injury or crossfires. 
	Players/Participants, Coaches/Instructors
	5
	4
	20
	Training and matches will only take place where there is sufficient light. Coaches and committee are deemed to be responsible for determining what is a safe light level.

If lights are not working, this will be reported to the bunker range manager.

Firing on outdoor ranges at night is prohibited, as per Range Orders.
	1
	4
	4
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Ability of firers 

	New members may not understand the basics of firearms safety, which could lead to range safety incidents.

Could lead to reputational damage if incident occurs on external range.
	Players/Participants, Coaches/Instructors
	3
	5
	15
	Members must progress through the Probationary Membership system, which involves comprehensive coaching and testing. Probationary members are required by law to have 1:1 supervision by a full member.

Only members who have completed the additional Gallery Rifle course will be permitted to take part in this discipline.

Range Officer should stop shooting if they suspect firer is not competent for the course of fire, and notify President & Safety officers for retraining.

Shooting is a sport where the opponent does not affect the team, therefore committee will ensure the player takes on rifles and courses of fire for their ability level.

Members will not be granted Shooters Competency Cards  for NSC Bisley unless they have completed required training and can demonstrate experience.
	1
	5
	5
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

Follow RASP if needed,  Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.

Probationary members to be assigned a full member for training and support.

Suitable NRA RSOs to run training program for interested members.

	Hearing Loss
	Loss of hearing, ear damage.
	Shooters, coaches, those in the firing range.
	4
	4
	16
	Everyone in the range will be mandated to wear ear protection before firing commences.
	1
	4
	4
	

	Ricochets
	Impact from stray rounds. 
	Shooters, coaches, those in the range.
	1
	4
	4
	The backstop consists of a wooden frame (which cannot cause ricochets) and a steel plate angled downwards such that ricochets should be mitigated. Items stored downrange are kept to a minimum and kept to the sides of the range. Linatex curtain to be only patched once with no holes present, to be inspected before each session.
	1
	2
	2
	Linatex must have no more than two layers.

Air weapons prohibited on the Bunker main range, due to rebound risk.

Only firearms permitted by range orders to be used.

Follow RASP if needed,  Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.

Where HME ammunition is being used at NSC Bisley, HME qualifications must be held by the RO and Firer.


	Inhalation of harmful substances, smoke from gunpowder and lead dust
	Lung damage
	Shooters, coaches, those in the firing range.
	3
	3
	9
	Shooters instructed to wash hands after session. Extraction fan to be turned on 20 minutes before shooting and 30 minutes after.
	1
	3
	3
	De-leading of the range is to be carried out as appropriate. This is the responsibility of range staff, not Range Officers.

Members are not to attempt de-leading as they are not appropriately trained.

	Out of battery detonation from ‘hangfire’ (round failing to detonate as desired, then detonates after being removed from chamber)
	Injury from breach explosions
	Shooters, coaches, those in the firing range.
	2
	4
	8
	All shooters made aware of misfire procedure (leave misfired round in chamber for at least 30 seconds to ensure that a hangfire does not occur), new shooters to be assisted by experienced shooters initially.

Only use ammunition that has been proofed. Do not use ammunition with visible deformities.
	1
	3
	3
	RO is responsible for safe practice on the range, and should handle misfires. ALL MISFIRES TO BE REPORTED IMMEDIATLEY TO RO.

Follow RASP if needed,  Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.


	Negligent Discharge.
	Injury from stray rounds
	Shooters, coaches, those in the firing range.
	3
	5
	15
	Shooters are not permitted to shoot without being given appropriate range commands from Range Officer.

Firers will never be given unsupervised access to ammunition. New/Probationary members are required by law be supervised 1:1 at all times on the range by a full member.

All members will be required to read and sign the range orders before being allowed to shoot. Members will be required to complete the appropriate training program.

Outside of scheduled “Guest days” which includes taster sessions at the beginning of the academic year, which are sanctioned by the police, only members of SURC will be permitted to use ranges.

Probationary members must complete the training program and be a member for a minimum of three months before progressing to full members. 

Members are instructed to only load handle a rifle on the firing point when the range is clear, and only load the rifle when they are aiming at the target and ready to fire. They are instructed to unload the rifle if they need to stop pointing the rifle at the target for any reason. This is clearly stated on signs by each firing point to remind members of this requirement.

Members will need to complete an additional training program run by suitably qualified NRA RSOs.

	1
	5
	5
	RO is responsible for safe practice on the range, and members are required to follow their range commands accurately.

All ranges must be run by a qualified RO.

Ammunition must be signed out before being issued to members.

Follow RASP if needed,  Range Officer (RO) to submit report to President & Safety officer as detailed in Range Orders. Report to be submitted to NRA by Safey Officer or President if necessary.

For any range incident, the shooter and RO involved must be temporarily suspended immediately, pending a review of the Incident.

Only NRA RSOs with the Gallery Rifle certification will be able to run ranges or training sessions.

	Theft / Use of firearms without consent / Malicious Use
	Unauthorized use of firearms
	General Public
	3
	5
	15
	Firearms stored inside bunker armoury. Only committee have direct access, access to firearms constantly supervised by committee.
	1
	5
	5
	All committee that have access to lockers must be recorded as keyholders by the bunker.

	Travel 
	Vehicle’s collision -causing serious injury 
	Event organisers, event attendees, Members of the public 
	4
	3
	12
	Members are responsible for their individual safety and are expected to act sensibly 
Local venues known to University of Southampton (UoS) students chosen 

Event organisers will be available to direct people between venues.

Attendees will be encouraged to identify a ‘buddy’, this will make it easier for people to stay together. They will be encouraged (but not expected) to look out for one another and check in throughout the night where possible. 

Avoid large groups of people totally blocking the pavement or spilling in to the road. 

Anybody in the group who is very drunk or appears unwell and therefore not safe should be encouraged to go home ideally with someone else. If required a taxi will be called for them (ideally SUSU safety bus will be used, or radio taxis). 
Be considerate of other pedestrians & road users, keep disturbance & noise down. 
	2
	2
	4
	Where possible venues chosen for socials will be local/known to members and within a short distance from each other. 
Contact emergency services as required 111/999

Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.

Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Travel by car, train, bus, plane when leaving the local area. 
	Vehicle collision – causing anything from minor to severe injuries, as well as mental health issues.  
	Members, those driving, members of the public
	4
	3
	12
	Club committee to check that drivers have the relevant licences and insurance for the mode of travel. This includes if they have completed a SUSU minibus test. 

Members expected to drive or travel in a sensible manor, with those doing otherwise to face disciplinary action (from the club in the first instance). Can cause reputational issues, especially if driving SUSU branded vehicles. Importance of this to be reminded. 
	2
	2
	4
	Contact emergency services as required 111/999

Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.

Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Medical emergency 
	Members may sustain injury /become unwell 

pre-existing medical conditions 
Sickness 
Distress

	Members
	3
	5
	15
	Advise participants; to bring their personal medication

Members/Committee to carry out first aid if necessary and only if qualified and confident to do so

Contact emergency services as required 111/999

Contact SUSU Reception/Venue staff for first aid support
	2
	5
	15
	Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.

Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Violent or offensive behaviour

	Participants may become violent or offensive due to the consumption of too much alcohol. 

Members of the public may act violently towards participants. 
	Event organisers, event attendees,  
	2
	5
	10
	Bouncers will be present at most venues. 
Bar Security staff will need to be alerted and emergency services called as required. 
The consumption of alcohol will take place at licensed premises. The conditions on the license will be adhered to and alcohol will not be served to customers who have drunk to excess
Committee to select ‘student friendly’ bars/clubs and contact them in advance to inform them of the event
Society to follow and share with members Code of conduct/SUSU Expect Respect policy
	1
	3
	3
	If the situation becomes very serious and results in the participant being arrested then it will be made clear that they cannot be accompanied to the police station. 

Follow SUSU incident report policy

Call emergency services as required

Due to the nature of the club, we must have a zero-tolerance approach to violent behaviour. Disciplinary action will be started immediately, and the member will be suspended from range access.

	Adverse weather

	Injury, illness, Slipping, Burns 
	Event organisers, event attendees,  
	4
	3
	12
	Lead organiser to check the weather are suitable for activities on the day 

Warn those attending to prepare by wearing appropriate clothing and footwear e.g. via social media posts, email invites

In the case of hot weather organisers to advice participants to bring/wear appropriate level sunscreen, hydrate 


	4
	1
	4
	If adverse weather is too extreme to be controlled, the event should ultimately be cancelled or postponed to a different date

If lighting strikes are detected nearby, shooting is to be stopped.




	PART B – Action Plan

	Risk Assessment Action Plan

	Part no.
	Action to be taken, incl. Cost
	By whom
	Target date
	Review date
	Outcome at review date

	
	Periodic checking of firearms ~£500
	President
	1/10/26
	
	

	
	Training program
	Safety Officer
	30/10/25
	
	

	
	Training records review
	Safety Officer
	30/12/25
	
	

	
	RO review
	Safety Officer
	30/10/25
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	Responsible committee member signature: Leo G Skingley

	Responsible committee member signature: EWAN GADD-CHAPMAN

	Print name: LEO G SKINGLEY
	Date:
07/10/25
	Print name: EWAN GADD-CHAPMAN
	Date: 06/10/25







Assessment Guidance 
	1. Eliminate
	Remove the hazard wherever possible which negates the need for further controls
	If this is not possible then explain why
	

	2. Substitute
	Replace the hazard with one less hazardous
	If not possible then explain why
	

	3. Physical controls
	Examples: enclosure, fume cupboard, glove box
	Likely to still require admin controls as well
	

	4. Admin controls
	Examples: training, supervision, signage
	
	

	5. Personal protection
	Examples: respirators, safety specs, gloves
	Last resort as it only protects the individual
	


	LIKELIHOOD
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	IMPACT


 
	Impact

	Health & Safety

	1
	Trivial - insignificant
	Very minor injuries e.g. slight bruising

	2
	Minor
	Injuries or illness e.g. small cut or abrasion which require basic first aid treatment even in self-administered.  

	3
	Moderate
	Injuries or illness e.g. strain or sprain requiring first aid or medical support.  

	4
	Major 
	Injuries or illness e.g. broken bone requiring medical support >24 hours and time off work >4 weeks.

	5
	Severe – extremely significant
	Fatality or multiple serious injuries or illness requiring hospital admission or significant time off work.  


Risk process
1. Identify the impact and likelihood using the tables above.
2. Identify the risk rating by multiplying the Impact by the likelihood using the coloured matrix.
3. If the risk is amber or red – identify control measures to reduce the risk to as low as is reasonably practicable.
4. If the residual risk is green, additional controls are not necessary.  
5. If the residual risk is amber the activity can continue but you must identify and implement further controls to reduce the risk to as low as reasonably practicable. 
6. If the residual risk is red do not continue with the activity until additional controls have been implemented and the risk is reduced.
7. Control measures should follow the risk hierarchy, where appropriate as per the pyramid above.
8. The cost of implementing control measures can be taken into account but should be proportional to the risk i.e. a control to reduce low risk may not need to be carried out if the cost is high but a control to manage high risk means that even at high cost the control would be necessary.


	Likelihood

	1
	Rare e.g. 1 in 100,000 chance or higher

	2
	Unlikely e.g. 1 in 10,000 chance or higher

	3
	Possible e.g. 1 in 1,000 chance or higher

	4
	Likely e.g. 1 in 100 chance or higher

	5
	Very Likely e.g. 1 in 10 chance or higher
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Annex A – SURC Range Orders – Highfield Range
SURC Range Orders – Highfield Range
General
1. These Regulations are published by the University of Southampton Rifle Club (“SURC”) for use on the Highfield Range (“The Bunker” complex) by members of SURC and individuals attending guest days
2. These Regulations are published for use by SURC only. In the event of a conflict between these Orders and Range Standing Orders published by Highfield Rifle & Pistol Club, the stricter regulation shall take precedence.
3. The Equipment and Safety Officer shall be responsible for drafting and implementing these orders, while the President will be responsible for reviewing and approving these Orders.
4. All Range Users are encouraged to read these orders, particularly Annex A: Normal Range Procedure. Safety is everyone’s’ responsibility.
Firearms and Ammunition
5. All Firearms used on the range must be in Proof, and in good working condition.
6. Any firearms not owned by SURC, but shot by a member of SURC during club sessions, must be inspected by the Equipment & Safey Officer and/or the RO.
7. The following ammunition is permitted:
7.1.   .22LR Rimfire
8. The following ammunition is prohibited:
8.1. Tracer; incendiary; armour piercing; armour piercing incendiary (API); depleted uranium; ammunition containing any igniferous or explosive substance; or any combination of the above.
8.2. Cartridges which, when normally loaded, would exceed the ME/MV limits of published Range Standing Order limits, may not be used, even if downloaded.
8.3. Damaged or defective ammunition, including but not limited to:
8.3.1. Cracked, corroded or bent casing
8.3.2. Mis-seated, deformed or misshapen bullets
8.4. Any HME ammunition.
8.5. Handloaded ammunition.
Range Use
9. A member may only use the range during scheduled club sessions, or club-sanctioned matches.
10.  Any range user must always be accompanied by a member of Committee present in The Bunker complex, even if not directly supervised.
11. All Range Users must sign in on the Range Log.
12. All shooting, even with competent firers, must be supervised by a Range Officer (“RO”).
12.1. A firer may act as their own RO if they are suitably qualified and are not supervising any other range user.
12.2. The appointed RO for any detail must sign on in the relevant Range Log before any firearms or ammunition is placed on the firing point.
13. Only approved targets may be used on the range. Approved targets include:
13.1. Card or paper targets positioned at the in the established target holders.
13.2. If other targets are permitted in the Range Standing Orders, they may be used with the express permission of the Range Officer and/or Equipment & Safety Officer.
14. Cross lane firing is not permitted under any circumstances.
15. Range Users must clear all firearms off the point under the supervision of the RO before the range is “Cleared”.
16. Indiscriminate firing is prohibited; if a Range User is unable to determine fall of shot for more than two shots during one detail, they must retire from the Firing Point.
17. Firing may only take place from the following positions:
17.1. Prone
17.2. Standing
18. Courses of fire that involve movement, other than between approved positions, is prohibited except under the following circumstances:
18.1. The course of fire falls under the gallery rifle discipline, and
18.2. The RO holds an NRA Gallery Rifle RSO qualification, and
18.3. The Range is being used for a training course, or by members who have completed gallery rifle training.
19.  Range use by Probationary Members must be supervised on a 1:1 basis by a Full Member while firing.
RO Appointment and Duties
20. All shooting, even with competent firers, must be supervised by a Range Officer (“RO”).
21. The minimum qualification to act as an RO under these Orders are as follows:
21.1.  NSRA RCO
21.2.  NRA RSO
21.3.  NRA RCO
22. All qualifications MUST be in date. A record of the qualifications of all members and their expiration dates must be recorded and maintained by the Equipment & Safety Officer.
22.1. If undertaking a Gallery Rifle course of fire, the RO must hold an NRA Gallery Rifle RSO qualification.
23. The appointed RO for any detail must sign on in the Range Log before any firearms or ammunition is placed on the firing point. By signing the Range Log, the RO accepts responsibility for ensuring that range activity under their supervision is conducted in accordance with these Regulations.
23.1. If RO duties are to be handed over it is to be recorded and conducted formally with time and names of individuals detailed within the record.
24. An RO is to carry out their duties and exercise authority in accordance with their duties issued within these Regulations and those issued by the National Governing Body that issued their qualification. In particular, the RO must:
24.1. Report all breaches of Regulations and all Range Occurrences to the Equipment & Safety Officer and President as soon as practicable.
24.2. If a Range Incident occurs, defined as an unintended or unexpected range occurrence, the RO must:
24.2.1. Stop all shooting on targets under their control
24.2.2. Ensure the situation is safe
24.2.3. Isolate the persons and equipment involved
24.2.4. Inform the Equipment & Safety officer
24.3. If a Range Accident occurs, defined as a range incident that leads to personal injury or damage to property, the RO must:
24.3.1. Stop all shooting on targets under their control
24.3.2. Ensure the situation is safe
24.3.3. Arrange or provide first aid
24.3.4. Initiate the Range Action Safety Plan (RASP)
24.3.5. Inform the Equipment & Safety officer and President, or failing that any member of committee
24.3.6. Inform the range manager at Highfield Rifle and Pistol Club
24.3.7. Do not handle or permit to be handle any items involved, other than to make the situation safe or to give first aid
24.4. The RO is responsible for and has authority over any person assisting in the shooting activity, such as instructors, register keepers and spectators.
24.4.1. The RO may dismiss any individual from the range area.
24.4.2. The RO may issue orders as they deem necessary in order to discharge their duties in a safe manner.
24.4.3. As the RO accepts sole responsibility for the running of the range under their control, they alone have authority over the range they are running.
24.4.3.1. The RO may be relieved of their duties, or dismissed, by agreement of at least two of the following individuals:
24.4.3.1.1. President
24.4.3.1.2. Captain
24.4.3.1.3. Equipment & Safety Officer
24.5. The RO must conduct themselves in accordance with section 126 paragraph B (“Duties”) of the NRA handbook while acting as an RO, irrespective of the National Governing Body that issued their qualification.
Safety Regulations
25. No Range User may place firearms on the firing point before the RO has given permission and where it is safe, in all respects, to release a shot.
26. No firearm shall be loaded or fired before the RO has given the order to do so.
27. At no time may any part of the body be placed in front of the muzzle of a loaded firearm.
28. No firearm is to be loaded until the shooter is in the firing position on a recognised firing point.
29. A loaded firearm must point directly towards the designated target at all times.
30. When loading, unloading or checking a firearm, the barrel must at all times be pointed directly towards the target horizontally and laterally aligned within the target lane.  
31. Individual firers are responsible for ensuring that their firearm is safe at all times. At the end of shooting, or on the order of the RO, shooters must:
31.1. Unload their firearm and inspect the chamber, action and bolt face.
31.2. Probationary Members must have their rifle inspected by the RO.
31.3. Insert a breech flag.
32. It is the responsibility of the participant to ensure that, to the extent required for the role that they will undertake, they are fit, competent, safe, legal and authorised to participate in range activity with firearm. The RO must not knowingly permit an individual who does not meet the requirements to participate in range activity.
33. The RO, Equipment & Safety Officer, President or Captain may prohibit any person from such participation if in that official’s opinion a person is not fit, competent, safe, legal or authorised. 
33.1. If the opinion giving rise to a prohibition stems from a perceived deliberate act by the person prohibited, including intoxication or misuse of drugs, the official shall report the matter to the President for consideration of disciplinary action.
34. Any person should report a shooter assessed as acting in a dangerous manner. The RO must be notified immediately, and will investigate before making a decision on if the shooter may continue firing. RO’s must submit a report to the Equipment & Safety Officer and President, regardless of their decision.
35. If any individual identifies any danger present beyond the point they should immediately call “Stop Stop Stop” and alert the RO.
35.1. All firers must immediately stop firing, take their finger off the trigger, keep their firearms pointing at the target and await further instructions. No-one may unload or move off the firing point. 
35.2. The person ordering the stop, if not themselves the RO, must immediately explain their action to the RO so that the RO may take effective control of the situation.
36. While firing is in progress, any individual present within the range must wear appropriate ear defence. The RO must ensure that all individuals present are wearing appropriate ear defence before commencing firing.
37. Any incident must be reported to the Equipment & Safety Officer by completing an Incident Report Form. The Equipment & Safety Officer in agreement with the President will, where appropriate, submit an incident report form to the NRA.
37.1. The incident report form is attached to this document as Annex B
38. In the event of a misfire, the following procedures should be followed:
38.1. If a misfire occurs the firer must remain on aim for at least 30 seconds (in case of a hangfire) and inform the RO. The RO will open the bolt and inspect the chamber, breech, ammunition and where appropriate the barrel.
38.2. ROs to follow appropriate training and guidance when resolving a misfire, for example clearing the area behind the firer and opening the bolt in the current manner.
38.3. The Ammunition must be disposed of in a safe manner by the owner. If a pattern of ammunition failure is identified, a report should be submitted to the manufacturer.
Safe Custody
39. The range area must be supervised by a Range Officer when in use. 
40. The “Clubhouse” area of the range must be supervised by a member of Committee at all times when in use.
40.1. The committee member responsible for this area is also responsible for signing in and out ammunition and ensuring the firer’s log is completed.
41. No person may leave firearms or ammunition unattended. When not in use, all firearms and ammunition must be secured as required by the relevant legislation. Responsibility for the security of firearms and ammunition rests on the Committee Member or RO responsible for the respective area under their supervision.



So ordered on _____________




_________________________                                                     _____________________
Equipment & Safety officer						President
Normal Range Procedure
The following is a basic outline of procedures and commands to be used by ROs. To be used in conjunction with Range Orders.
Before firing
1. Sign on to the range log with the date and time.
2. Inspect the range and ensure it is safe for use.
3. Authorize firers to place kit (excluding firearms) on the firing point, and to place targets.
4. Ensure there is no one down range and the range is safe for use.
5. Close the side door to the left of the firing point and the door to the “clubhouse” area.
6. Issue the command “Down test and adjust”
a. At this point firers may get into position and place firearms on the point.
b. NB this step may be skipped if necessary
7. Ensure all individuals present are wearing hearing protection.
8. Issue the command “You may load and fire, carry on”
a. At this point firing may commence
After firing
1. Once all firers have completed their course of fire, issue the command “Stop firing, unload”
a. If there are Probationary Members present, issue the command “Stop firing, unload and show clear”
2. Ensure all members have cleared their rifles and inserted a breach flag.
a. If there are probationary members present, you must inspect and ensure their rifle is clear.
b. At this point firers may place their rifles in the rack at the side of the Firing Point.
3. Once the range is clear and there are no rifles on the firing point, issue the command “Range is clear, change targets”.
a. At this point the door to the range and clubhouse may be opened.
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