
	Risk Assessment

	Risk Assessment for the activity of
	Chemistry Society Risk Assessment for Ice Skating Activity on Sunday 23rd November at 4pm.
	Date
	13/11/2025

	Are you a sports club or society?
	Society
	Assessor
	Lauren Bartlett

	President/Captain Name/2nd Committee Member
	Esme Burris (Welfare Officer)
	
Signed off
	
SUSU USE ONLY

	Risk Assessment Information
(What is this risk assessment for? Please provide a summary of the activity or event, including all relevant information)
	
Southampton University Chemistry Society (ChemSoc) host a number of non-drinking activities throughout the year. For this specific activity, ChemSoc members can participate in a 45 minute ice skating session at West Quay on Ice in Southampton. This session is hosted externally by West Quay on Ice (Southampton City Centre, SO15 1FQ). In order for ChemSoc members to purchase ice skating tickets from SUSU Box Office, they must agree to the Terms & Conditions. The Terms & Conditions will include those outlined by West Quay on Ice, all Health & Safety rules & regulations, and state that ChemSoc are not liable for any injuries obtained whilst participating in this activity. The venue has multiple registered First Aiders and has a separate, designated First Aid area. ChemSoc also have committee members with First Aid certificates, issued by SUSU upon completion of the First Aid training course.

This activity should be accessible for everyone, including wheelchair users. West Quay on Ice have provisions & arrangements in place to facilitate accessibility requirements.

West Quay on Ice Health & Safety Information: https://www.onice.co.uk/safety-guide-lines
For further information about ice skating sessions at West Quay on Ice, please visit https://www.onice.co.uk/locations/westquay






	PART A 

	(1) Risk identification
	(2) Risk assessment
	(3) Risk management

	Hazard
	Potential Consequences

	Who might be harmed

(user; those nearby; those in the vicinity; members of the public)

	Inherent
	
	Residual
	Further controls (use the risk hierarchy)

	
	
	
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	Control measures (use the risk hierarchy)
	Likelihood
	Impact
	Score
	

	General Considerations (including group meetings)

	Slips, trips and falls
	Soft tissue injury e.g., sprain, bruising. Potential broken ankle or other breaks i.e. wrists etc. Links directly to weather and ground surfaces.
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	2
	3
	6
	Check ground conditions for holes, lumps, and other obstacles. 

Trained staff will be present on the ice rink to assist anyone who falls.

All participants will be advised to do the following, if they have any concerns about their ability to safely ice skate: seek support from available trained staff present on the ice rink; hold onto the railings surrounding the perimter of the ice rink; utilise the stabilisers or skate aids available on the ice rink to provide additional balance support.
	1
	3
	3
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately. 
Call 999 in an emergency. Ensure West Quay on Ice First Aiders have been made aware of any incidents.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Fire
	Smoke inhalation, burns and more severe. Risk of extreme harm.
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	1
	5
	5
	Those leading the session must ensure they are aware of and fully understand the venue or locations fire procedures. 

Those leading must make sure that all exit routes are clearly highlighted and report any issues immediately to the venue. 

Highlight to all the participants the nearest emergency exit routes at the start of a session, and the importance of leaving calmly in case of an emergency. 

Consider accessibility requirements 
	1
	4
	4
	In case of an emergency, please pull nearest fire alarm and ensure all participants leave the venue calmly and safely. 

Once in a safe position to do so, call the emergency services on 999. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Overcrowding
	Physical injury 
	Event organisers and attendees
	1
	3
	3
	Do not push/shove

If large crowds form, barriers can be requested by SUSU facilities team (if available on the day) to assist with crowd management.

Liaise with West Quay on Ice and pre-book all individual tickets in advance and select a quieter session time, avoiding peak slots.

	1
	3
	3
	Seek medical attention if problem arises and notify first aiders immediately.

With support from a SUSU Activities coordinator Inform UoS security team of the event (off campus 02380 593311. unisecurity@soton.ac.uk) and liaise with them on need for security teams on the day

Security team may inform police of the event if required (e.g. marches)


	Electronics
	Risk of electric shock or injury.
	Committee and attendees

	2
	4
	8
	Ensure no liquids are placed near electrical equipment

Ensure all leads are secured with cable ties/mats etc.
	1
	4
	4
	External venue to pre-check equipment and last PAT testing dates 
Seek medical attention as required

	Accessibility:

Entrances and Exits to the chosen area. 
	Participants may be prevented from attending the activity due to a lack of considerations of accessibility needs and requirements. 

They could also be prevented from leaving the area quickly in an emergency if the correct infrastructure and considerations have not been made.  
	Participants, committee
	1
	5
	5
	Venue has acceptable arrangements in place for any additional accessibility requirements, and all entrance and exits are wheelchair accessible.

Wheelchair users are to be accompanied on the ice by an essential companion/carer.
	1
	5
	5
	In case of an emergency, call the emergency services on 999. 

If those with accessibility problems have not been able to exit, make the building manager and emergency services aware. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Reputational Risk: 

For the club or society, as well as to SUSU and the University
	Incidents during club or society activity could pose a reputational risk to the club, Southampton University Students’ Union or Southampton University itself. 

This could be controversial posts, conduct during a game, conduct during social, or anything else that brings the clubs/societies, SUSU or the University’s name intro disrepute. 
	The club, SUSU or the University’s reputation
	2
	1
	2
	Ensuring all parts of this risk assessment are adhered to. 

Ensuring that any incidents involving public or others are recorded and addressed. 

Ensuring all participants are reminded that they are representing the club/society, SUSU and the University in (usually) branded clothing. 


	1
	1
	1
	Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Financial Risk:

For the club or society, or potentially even SUSU if the club/soc finds itself in difficulty. 
	Club or society activity costing more than planned, weakening their financial position. 

Incidents with members of the public, participants, staff or members causing lawsuits and financial penalties.
	The club or society

Members subject to lawsuits

SUSU if required to assist.
	1
	1
	1
	Individual tickets to ChemSoc participants will be charged at a slightly higher rate than what ChemSoc will be charged, to ensure any additional or unexpected costs can be comfortable covered.

	1
	1
	1
	

	Legal Compliance:

Club or society activity going against set law. 

This includes breaches of the freedom of speech act
	Fines imposed upon the student group as well as SUSU. 

Jail sentences. 

Reputational risk to the student group, SUSU and the wider University 
	The club or society, committee and members, SUSU or the Wider University. 
	1
	1
	1
	All clubs and societies should ensure they are following set law at all times. If ever in doubt, they will contact the Activities team prior to the activity taking place. 
 
	1
	1
	1
	

	Medical Issues: 

Pre-existing and process for any that appear during club or society activity 
	Illness, death 
	Members, committee 
	3
	5
	9
	All clubs and societies should have a process for if a medical issue occurs. 

All participants should know the location of the designated First Aid area at the venue, and the whereabouts of staff first aiders. Committee first aiders will be located in a certain place, easily accessible to ChemSoc participants if required, during the activity.

Members do not need to disclose medical information to committee (GDPR), but all committee should know how to find a first aider and help quickly. 

Members/Committee to carry out first aid if necessary and only if qualified and confident to do so. Qualified refers to holding a certificate in First Aid.
	1
	1
	1
	In an emergency, contact 999. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Activity Considerations

	Equipment:
any equipment the sport requires/uses needs to be risk assessed.

	Cut/abrasion/ bruising from sharp edges. Is the equipment safe to be used?
	All participants and bystanders.
	2
	2
	4
	Venue to check all equipment  and ice skates prior to hire and use. 


Those leading the session to remain vigilant to ensure participants are using the equipment as demonstrated. 
	1
	1
	2
	Seek medical attention if problem arises

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy. 

	Removal of Jewellery, plus any other objects in pockets etc 

	Entrapment/ things getting stuck, collisions with others that could cause cuts or bruises. 
	All participants and organisers/staff.   
	2
	2
	4
	Participants asked to remove jewellery and objects from pockets prior to joining in. 

Committee to check that participants have done this prior to entering the ice rink. 
	1
	2
	2
	If any injury occurs, seek medical attention.
 
If severe, call 999 in an emergency. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Over-exertion or exhaustion. Strenuous exercise and the effect on the body

	Muscle injury – strains and pulls. 
	All participants and organisers/staff  
	3
	3
	9
	Committee to lead a proper and thorough full-body warm up before entering the ice rink. 
	2
	3
	6
	If any injury occurs, seek medical attention. 

If severe, call 999 in an emergency (although unlikely for muscular) 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Participant Attire: 
Is the clothing they are wearing, including shoes, relevant to the sport or activity


	Injury can occur if people are not wearing attire appropriate to the sport or activity. 
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	2
	3
	6
	Ensure all participants are wearing suitable clothing (nothing in pockets).

Staff at venue (ice skate hire) to ensure ice skates fit correctly.

Participants will not be allowed to enter the ice rink if their attire is not suitable.
	1
	3
	3
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Extreme Weather

	Cold – risk of hypothermia. 
Weather directly influences ground surfaces (see below) and the risk of slips, trips and falls (see above) 
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	3
	3
	9
	Ensure regular drinks breaks are taken, and that each participant and staff member is advised to bring their own drinks bottle. 

Ice rink venue is inside, however it may still be cold. If it is cold, ensure participants have suitable attire to enable them to keep warm.
	1
	3
	3
	If anyone is affected by the heat or cold, seek immediate medical attention. 

If severe, call 999 in an emergency. 

Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Ground Surfaces

	Hard, uneven or slippery surfaces, usually linked to weather, that can cause slips trips and falls (see section 1). 
	All participants and organisers/staff and spectators  
	2
	3
	6
	Specialist venue staff to check areas for hazards prior to session starting. 

Ensure participants are wearing suitable clothing (nothing in pockets) and appropriate footwear.

	1
	3
	3
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Injury from insufficient warmups 

	Pulled or strained muscles
	Players/Participants
	3
	3
	9
	Players/participants told the benefits of an effective warm up and encouraged to complete. Warmups led by an appropriately experienced individual.
	1
	3
	9
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Qualification of coaches/instructors

	Participants could be hurt or hurt each other if the coach does not possess relevant qualifications to be able to deliver the sport or activity safely.
	Players/Participants
	3
	3
	9
	Venue staff to have appropriate qualifications required to support or assist participants in need. 

Qualified and certified First Aiders available at venue. Committee members with First Aid certification will be present.
	1
	3
	3
	If the injury is serious and participant in a lot of pain or discomfort, seek medical attention immediately.
Call 999 in an emergency.
Any incidents need to be reported as soon as possible ensuring duty manager/health and safety officers have been informed. Follow SUSU incident report policy.

	Travel by car, train, bus, plane when leaving the local area. 
	Vehicle collision – causing anything from minor to severe injuries, as well as mental health issues.  
	Members, those driving, members of the public
	4
	3
	12
	Club committee to check that drivers have the relevant licences and insurance for the mode of travel. This includes if they have completed a SUSU minibus test. 

Members expected to drive or travel in a sensible manor, with those doing otherwise to face disciplinary action (from the club in the first instance). Can cause reputational issues, especially if driving SUSU branded vehicles. Importance of this to be reminded. 
	2
	2
	4
	Contact emergency services as required 111/999

Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.

Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Medical emergency 
	Members may sustain injury /become unwell 

pre-existing medical conditions 
Sickness 
Distress

	Members
	3
	5
	15
	Advise participants; to bring their personal medication

Members/Committee to carry out first aid if necessary and only if qualified and confident to do so

Contact emergency services as required 111/999

Venue has multiple trained First Aiders and has a designated, separate First Aid area. Committee members with First Aid certification to be present.
	2
	5
	15
	Incidents are to be reported on the as soon as possible ensuring the duty manager/health and safety officer have been informed.

Follow SUSU incident report policy

	Members getting lost or separated. Members leaving an event/activity alone or without notifying others.

	During the event participants may decide they want to l
eave, or they may get lost on the way 
	Event organisers, event attendees,  
	3
	3
	9
	If a person leaves without warning all efforts will be done to locate them. Stress however that attendees are responsible for their individual safety.

Supervision, the event will be run by the society committee These attend each venue. 
	2
	2
	4
	Follow SUSU incident report policy

Call emergency services as required 

	Violent or offensive behaviour

	Members of the public may act violently towards participants. 
	Event organisers, event attendees,  
	2
	5
	10
	Venue security staff will need to be alerted and emergency services called as required. 

West Quay on Ice is a family-friendly venue. Social secretaries to contact venue in advance to inform them of the event.

Society to follow and share with members Code of conduct/SUSU Expect Respect policy
	1
	3
	5
	If the situation becomes very serious and results in the participant being arrested then it will be made clear that they cannot be accompanied to the police station. 

Follow SUSU incident report policy

Call emergency services as required




	PART B – Action Plan

	Risk Assessment Action Plan

	Part no.
	Action to be taken, incl. Cost
	By whom
	Target date
	Review date
	Outcome at review date

	1
	Risk assessment shared with all organisers and checked through before the event.
	Lauren Bartlett, Esme Burris
	13/11/2025
	
	

	1
	All participants to be made aware and agree to all Terms & Conditions before purchasing their tickets.
	Millie Harris, Esme Burris
	13/11/2025
	
	

	1
	Liaise with venue to obtain any necessary paperwork.
	Mia Wakeling, Lauren Bartlett
	20/11/2025
	
	

	1
	Complete a financial assessment of the event
	Millie Harris, Lauren Bartlett
	23/11/2025
	
	

	1
	Committee to read and share SUSU Expect Respect Policy
	Lauren Bartlett, Esme Burris
	13/11/2025
	
	

	Responsible committee member signature:

Lauren Bartlett


	Responsible committee member signature: 

Esme Burris

	Print name: LAUREN BARTLETT
	Date: 13/11/2025
	Print name: ESME BURRIS
	Date: 13/11/2025



Assessment Guidance 
	1. Eliminate
	Remove the hazard wherever possible which negates the need for further controls
	If this is not possible then explain why
	

	2. Substitute
	Replace the hazard with one less hazardous
	If not possible then explain why
	

	3. Physical controls
	Examples: enclosure, fume cupboard, glove box
	Likely to still require admin controls as well
	

	4. Admin controls
	Examples: training, supervision, signage
	
	

	5. Personal protection
	Examples: respirators, safety specs, gloves
	Last resort as it only protects the individual
	


	LIKELIHOOD
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	IMPACT


 
	Impact

	Health & Safety

	1
	Trivial - insignificant
	Very minor injuries e.g. slight bruising

	2
	Minor
	Injuries or illness e.g. small cut or abrasion which require basic first aid treatment even in self-administered.  

	3
	Moderate
	Injuries or illness e.g. strain or sprain requiring first aid or medical support.  

	4
	Major 
	Injuries or illness e.g. broken bone requiring medical support >24 hours and time off work >4 weeks.

	5
	Severe – extremely significant
	Fatality or multiple serious injuries or illness requiring hospital admission or significant time off work.  


Risk process
1. Identify the impact and likelihood using the tables above.
2. Identify the risk rating by multiplying the Impact by the likelihood using the coloured matrix.
3. If the risk is amber or red – identify control measures to reduce the risk to as low as is reasonably practicable.
4. If the residual risk is green, additional controls are not necessary.  
5. If the residual risk is amber the activity can continue but you must identify and implement further controls to reduce the risk to as low as reasonably practicable. 
6. If the residual risk is red do not continue with the activity until additional controls have been implemented and the risk is reduced.
7. Control measures should follow the risk hierarchy, where appropriate as per the pyramid above.
8. The cost of implementing control measures can be taken into account but should be proportional to the risk i.e. a control to reduce low risk may not need to be carried out if the cost is high but a control to manage high risk means that even at high cost the control would be necessary.


	Likelihood

	1
	Rare e.g. 1 in 100,000 chance or higher

	2
	Unlikely e.g. 1 in 10,000 chance or higher

	3
	Possible e.g. 1 in 1,000 chance or higher

	4
	Likely e.g. 1 in 100 chance or higher

	5
	Very Likely e.g. 1 in 10 chance or higher





1


2


3


4


5


5

